
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



ALLEN THOMDIKE RICE. 



London, June 31, 1889. 
My Dear Sir : 

I accede without hesitation to your request that I would put 
on paper my recollections of Mr. Thorndike Bice, whose sud- 
den death we all so much regret. For though I am not sure 
that I ever had the advantage of conversing with Mr. Eice but 
once (our limited intercourse having been principally conducted 
by letter), I received on seeing him a very definite impression as 
to his possession of the particular gift which it was the profes- 
sional purpose of his life to apply and develope. 

The character of Editor, as such, is comparatively modern. 
It meets a manifest want of modern society; and the duty of the 
Editor is to select and compound for a very large portion of mod- 
ern communities a main part of their staple mental food. I at 
once perceived, or seemed to myself to perceive, that Mr. Eice 
possessed, in a very remarkable degree, the gifts required for 
the effective discharge of the function of an Editor. Your coun- 
trymen will have had larger means of forming an opinion, and 
will have formed one far weightier than mine. 

In another point of view, I view the career of Mr. Eice with 
interest and respect. Mr. Eice was, as I understand, a man of 
independent fortune ; and, being such, he nevertheless gave him- 
self to a laborious occupation. The growth of a class of idle rich 
men would, in my opinion, be a great misfortune to America, as 
it must be to any other country, and I take it as a sign of a mind 
aspiring to public virtue when the rich man frankly and practi- 
cally owns himself to be amenable to the common lot of honour- 
able duty and labour. 

I remain, my dear sir, 

Faithfully yours, 

W. E. Gladstone. 
To the Hon. Lloyd Bbyce. 



